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The Combat Operations Order  
The Commander's Intent  
US Army Field Manual 100-5, 14 June 1993, states that:  
The commander's intent describes the desired end state. It is a concise expression of the 
purpose of the operation and must be understood two echelons below the issuing commander . 
. . It is the single unifying focus for all subordinate elements. It is not a summary of the 
concept of the operation. Its purpose is to focus subordinates on the desired end state. Its 
utility is to focus subordinates on what has to be accomplished in order to achieve success . . 
.and to discipline their efforts toward that end. 
I remember at least one former SF commander that included the commander's intent as a 
mandatory short paragraph in combat operations orders. Not only did its inclusion provide us a 
snapshot of our commander's overall intent, it provided a purpose for combat excellence above 
and beyond the simple destruction of a bridge, power plant or capture some enemy VIP. We 
weren't just hitting a target; we were serving our commander and his goals!  

Key Verse: 
"And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His 
people from their sins.” Matthew 1:21(NKJV) 
"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. " John 3:16 (NKJV) 
"For the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives but to save them.” Luke 9:5 (NKJV) 
"The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may 
have life, and that they may have it more abundantly." John 10:10 (NKJV) 
So what are God's goals? What is God's desired 'end state?' The first thing that comes to mind is 
an eternal home in heaven. When we know Jesus as Savior and Lord, an eternity in God's 
presence certainly is the final end state for us mortals. There's a distinct difference however, 
between the commander's intent described in FM 100-5 and God's plan. No amount of soldierly 
discipline and effort can secure the eternal objective! Sin has so corrupted God's original creation 
that we don't even have it in our human nature to seek Him on our own! 
"No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at 
the last day." John 6:44 (NKJV)  
But wait. There's more to this than just making it to the pearly gates. Jesus died so that we might 
live in His abundance in the here and now! We're not talking about lots of money, fancy cars or 
big houses - don't get me wrong. He died so that we might live lives free from the sin that so 
easily tempts us and to which we so easily succumb in our flawed human nature. And that's not 
all. He wants to work through us while we're still walking around on this old earth. He wants to 



show Himself through us to everyone around us! We are to discipline our efforts with a new 
focus - to let Him shine through us instead of running after all the 'stuff'. 
"But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added 
to you." Matthew 6:33 (NKJV) 

So What? 
Friend, how are you doing with the Commander's intent? Are you certain that your name will be 
called at the great manifest call around God's throne on the last day? If there is any doubt, I 
invite you to receive Jesus Christ as the sole remedy for all sin for all time. If you've checked the 
manifest and know you're on the list, take a few minutes to check your focus. Are you seeking 
Him first and letting Him meet your needs according to His abundance or are you chasing the 
'things'? Sometimes we just need to recalibrate our spiritual eyeballs. The calibration tool has 
three parts - prayer, the word, and fellowship. These are moving parts, mind you, and God 
provides the critical movement! His Holy Spirit moves when we pray, read His word, and 
fellowship with other believers. Let these words of the Apostle Paul be an encouragement to you 
today: 
"For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for 
the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), finding out what is 
acceptable to the Lord." Ephesians 5:8-10 (NKJV) 
"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let 
your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." Philippians 4:6-7 
(NKJV) 


